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Where were we?
TMDL Basics: 
• Water body: Shelter Island Yacht Basin, 

San Diego Bay
• Beneficial Uses: Marine habitat and 

wildlife habitat
• Pollutant of concern: Dissolved copper
• Numeric Targets = Dissolved copper 

chronic and acute water quality 
objectives from California Toxics Rule

• Percent Load Reduction Needed= 76%
• Timeline: 17 years (2006-2023)
• Estimated source reduction needed: 

• 81% reduction of passive hull paint 
leaching loading

• 28% reduction of underwater hull 
cleaning loading



Where are we now?
In 2019, dissolved copper ranged from 4.1 ug/L to 15ug/L



Moving Forward
Strategy for a Healthy San Diego Bay (2012)

1. Identify Key Uses and Areas for those uses
2. Assess conditions of those areas
3. Prioritize issues (e.g., restore, protect, etc.)
4. Set measurable, meaningful outcome goals

Eelgrass beds are a key habitat in San Diego Bay. 
How do we know if they are “healthy”?
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